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Saturday February 8, 2014
6 pm and 7:30 pm

TROPHIES
sculpture comes to life through music and dance

featuring the masks of ROLAND GEBHARDT

and the legendary music of

MOONDOG
performed by LOUIS NICOLIA and HALF MOON CONSORT

SHEN AND BONES PERFORMANCE GROUP
choreography by LANI WEISSBACH

ERIE ART MUSEUM
411 State Street
Erie, Pennsylvania
$15

What happens when an international sculptor meets an Erie violinist who preserves and
performs the work of a legendary street musician? In the secluded community of 
Chautauqua, New York, such a thing happened.   

It was at the 2013 LakeArts Foundation Incubator that New York City artist Roland Gebhardt met 
composer/musician Louis Nicolia. 

The result is TROPHIES, a collaborative performance inspired by the sculptural masks of Gebhardt, 
and set to the music of Moondog, the blind street musician who rose from the sidewalks of New York to
compose, play, and record a music like no other, and eventually to gain the support of Leonard Bernstein
and Arturo Toscanini.

TROPHIES is a unique event melding the worlds of art, music and dance into an exciting new 
performance experience.

Louis Nicolia is a violinist with the Erie Philharmonic and founder of Half Moon Consort, a music group 
that performs the music of Moondog. With Half Moon Consort providing live accompaniment, Gebhardt's
TROPHIES is a provocative look at issues of identity and the art collector as hunter and art as a trophy to
be pursued, captured and displayed on a wall.

The TROPHIES premiere will feature the acclaimed Shen and Bones Performance Group under the 
direction of Lani Weissbach.

Roland Gebhardt is an internationally known sculptor and designer. In 2008 he created the performance
piece The Only Tribe, that was developed and performed at the New York City experimental theater venue
3-Legged Dog, where he premiered the mask concept for the first time.
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Roland Gebhardt is a sculptor whose work has been shown around the world and is in
many prominent collections. He earned a Master of Fine Arts at the Art Academy of Hamburg,
and also studied at the Kunstgewerbeschule in Zurich. He is perhaps best known for his
monolithic sculptures which explore the concept of the linear void. Some of these were exe-
cuted as large-scale environmental sculptures (such as those shown at Wave Hill and Storm
King in New York).

In 2005, Roland began the development of a series of masks in an exploration of individual and group iden-
tity. Collaborating with artists from a variety of disciplines, this culminated in the production of a multi-media
performance piece which made its world premiere at the 3LD Art & Technology Center in New York City in
2008. “The Only Tribe” received widespread press coverage, and elicited positive responses from audi-
ences during its seven-week residence at 3LD. It is anticipated that future productions of the piece will be
staged at other venues in the US and Europe.

Roland continues to develop conceptual sculpture in digital and other formats.

Louis Nicolia, violin, studied with Salvatore Cresce and joined the Erie Junior Philharmonic
while in high school. He earned his bachelor’s degree is music performance from West Vir-
ginia University, where he studied with Stephen Hyde. Upon returning to Erie in 1981, Nicolia
joined the Erie Philharmonic Orchestra and the Erie Chamber Orchestra. He owned and oper-
ated Pio’s Italian Restaurant in Erie from 1999 to 2005. He formed the Strada Duo with Keita
Fukushima and toured Japan in 2006. He played Carnegie Hall with Strada Duo in 2007, and

was instrumental, with Stefan Lakatos, in the Project Moondog at Mercyhurst College. Lakatos was a close
friend of Moondog and inherited the unique Moondog percussion instrument known as the Trimbas.  He
now is the leading exponent of the Moondog method of drumming and the curator and artistic supervisor of
Moondog’s music.

Lani Weissbach has worked as a dancer, teacher and choreographer of western contem-
porary dance and butoh since 1989 and has taught yoga since 1997. For over 20 years, Lani
has traveled the globe to work with master teachers of dance, yoga and somatics.  Her work
has been deeply influenced by Diego Piñón, SU-EN, Sondra Fraleigh and Cheryl Flaharty,
among others.  Lani has served as an instructor and guest artist for over 40 colleges, univer-
sities and organizations geared toward health, art and education since 1993. As founder and

artistic director of Shen & Bones Performance Group based in Erie, PA, she has presented dozens of
performances and workshops throughout the region. 
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