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Groundbreaking Performance of “SEVEN”, Dramatizing Global Abuses Against 
Women, to be Performed at State University of New York at Fredonia and 

Jamestown Community College

Fredonia, NY—After winning enormous acclaim in more than 23 countries and 20 
languages, a landmark production of the play SEVEN will be staged at Rosch Hall, State 
University of New York at Fredonia on Saturday, October 8 at 6:00 pm and at the 
Scharmann Theatre, Jamestown Community College on Friday October 14 at 6:00 PM.  

Written by seven award-winning women playwrights (Paula Cizmar, Catherine Filloux, 
Gail Kriegel, Carol K. Mack, Ruth Margraff, Anna Deveare Smith and Susan Yankowitz), 
SEVEN is based on personal interviews with seven women from the Vital Voices Global 
Partnership who have fought overwhelming obstacles to combat sexual assault, 
domestic violence, sex trafficking and other abuses in their home countries of 
Afghanistan, Cambodia, Guatemala, Nigeria, Northern Ireland, Pakistan, and Russia. 

In the play, SEVEN, you will meet 7 women who have risked everything to make 
change:

· Mukhtar Mai of Pakistan, who seeks justice for women after 
being raped in an honor crime; 

· Mu Sochua who risked her life to raid the brothels of 
Cambodia;

· Marina Pisklakova who rescues a woman from being beaten 
to death by her husband; 

· Farida Azizi who defied the Taliban to deliver a baby in the 
middle of the desert; 

· Anabella DeLeon who marches for political rights for 
downtrodden women in Guatemala; 

· Hafsat Abiola, a human rights activist from Nigeria who 
saves young girls from forced marriages; and 

· Irish leader Inez McCormick who survived the “Troubles” to 
fight for the basic human rights for women of Northern 
Ireland.

The production consists of two acts. The first act is a reading of the original, international 
version of SEVEN.  Rather than being performed by traditional actors, the roles of the 
women will be portrayed by national and community leaders. Past performers have 
included NATO generals, Russian journalists and members of the Swedish Parliament.

The cast of the first act includes Vince Horrigan, Chautauqua County Executive; Dr. 
Lillian Ney; Dr. Virginia Horvath, President, The State University of New York at 
Fredonia; Marion Beckerink, Director of Development of the Robert H.Jackson Center; 
Dr. Marilyn Zagora, JCC Vice-President of Academic Affairs; Dr. Cedric B. Howard, 
Fredonia Vice President for Student Affairs; Kalimah Jefferson and Reasha Davis, JCC 



student senators and members of the JCC Black Student Union.  Sister Joan Chittister, 
Order of St. Benedict, Erie, PA will join the cast October 8 at Rosch Hall SUNY Fredonia.  

Both Horrigan and Dr. Ney commented on the impact of the play.

“ SEVEN is inspiring. This play shows how women (people) prevail. It’s the 
character, the fortitude that matters. It transcends gender,”  Horrigan said.

“I am impressed that the story of these seven remarkable women uses drama to 
elicit empathy, compassion and show how individual lives can make a 
difference,” Dr. Ney said.

The second act “SEVEN IN CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY” is a staged reading of a new play 
of seven interwoven monologues of local women who have survived abuses and 
injustices and have gone on to become agents of change.  Their stories are as 
impressive as the original SEVEN and bring awareness of the fight against human rights 
violations that exist not only globally but in our region. 

The regional stories were compiled by Margaret Johnson, Director of LakeArts 
Foundation from interviews by Johnson, Dr. Patricia Briggs, Director of the Weeks 
Gallery at JCC; and Fredonia graduates, Minju Kim and Caeli Faisst. Faisst created the 
first draft of our regional script. 

Dr. Sherri Mason, Fredonia chemistry professor, is one of the Chautauqua SEVEN. Her 
monologue shares the obstacles she faced to become the woman she is today. She has 
taught at Fredonia for the past 15 years and has been awarded an United States 
Environmental Protection Agency Award. 

“I am willing to tell my story because we can learn from others, how they 
overcame obstacles. You don’t want the fact that you are a victim to define you 
and your life.”

Ted Sharon, Professor of Theatre and Dance, Fredonia, is directing this production of 
“SEVEN”.  Patricia Briggs, Weeks Gallery director, is hosting the JCC production. Both 
are excited about the play’s purpose .
! “This production demonstrates our community’s sense of social responsibility,” 
Sharon said.

Patricia Briggs interviewed Jenny Rowe and Grace Sam.
“I have been moved by the stories of the local women. They, and the other 

women whom I have met for this project, have lived through difficult times and have 
grown to be strong and caring of others,” she said.

Margaret Johnson, Director of LakeArts Foundation says: 
“SEVEN illustrates the power of theater to effect change,” 

Through the support of organizations and individuals in Chautauqua County that serve 
and advocate for girls and women, this piece reveals the stories of women who have 
survived abuses and injustices in our own community and have become agents of 



change. The play will bring awareness to the fight against human rights violations that 
exist in our county, our state, and globally.

Community service organizations which helped identify the women of “SEVEN IN 
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY” are AAUW, UW Jamestown, Gateway Center, Mental 
Association, CASA, W2W, Women and Girl’s Coalition, NCCF, Jamestown Salvation 
Army, Anew Center, Fredonia University and JCC student run Support groups, YWCA, 
CAP and International Institute of Erie.

_________________________

SEVEN” is produced by LakeArts Foundation, Dunkirk, NY in association with The State 
University of New York at Fredonia and the Weeks Gallery at Jamestown Community 
College. The documentary production will be staged at Rosch Hall, State University of 
New York at Fredonia on Saturday, October 8 at 6:00 pm and at the Scharmann Theatre, 
Jamestown Community College on Friday October 14 at 6:00 PM.

LakeArts Foundation producer, Bonnie Nelson Schwartz produced the play in 
Washington, DC in April, 2015.

The production is made possible by a generous grant from Cummins,Inc., a donation 
from the Weeks Gallery, JCC Foundation, support and resources from the State 
University of New York at Fredonia, the Fredonia Arts and Technology Incubator and 
generous individual donors.  

Admission is free and the public is cordially invited. A $20 suggested donation will help 
us to continue sharing the powerful influence of “SEVEN”.

For more information, email or call:
Margaret Johnson (716)-451-4004, mjohnson123@roadrunner.com

To view the reel for the Power of 7, a film based on the play SEVEN, visit the website:
www.powerof7film.org.

http://www.powerof7film.org
http://www.powerof7film.org

